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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Graduates,

Over the past decade, Purdue University has grown dramatically 
its student body, with now over 100,000 members diligently 
pursuing the accomplishment you earned today. 

Among that great number, there are none we are more proud of 
than you.  When our university set out to add Purdue Global to our 
educational options, we did not fully foresee how deeply our adult 
students would enrich our community.  We try to challenge and 
motivate our young students to develop fortitude and persistence, 
but we would be hard pressed to suggest to them a better example 
than the determination that brought you to today’s achievement.

Shortly, I’ll be leaving the best job in America.  Of the many things 
I’ll miss, no part is more gratifying than the chance to welcome 

our newest Purdue Global graduates to the family of Boilermaker alumni. Congratulations—we look 
forward eagerly to watching your continued success. 

Hail Purdue!

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.  
President, Purdue University
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COMMENCEMENT SCHEDULE
Saturday, October 22, 2022
Ceremonies are listed in Eastern Time (ET).

1:30 pm ET Commencement—In-person graduates from all schools

7:00 pm ET Commencement—Virtual graduates from all schools

COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
Order of Events

Processional—"Pomp and Circumstance” Sir Edward Elgar

Presentation of Colors Purdue Air Force ROTC

The National Anthem—"The Star-Spangled Banner” Francis Scott Key

Lisa Holman 
Master of Science in Information Technology

Chancellor’s Welcome Dr. Frank Dooley

Commencement Address Kelvin E. Gumbs 
Purdue University Global Alumnus, Class of 2021

Special Recognition Dr. Frank Dooley

Graduate Recognition Martin Pritikin, JD, Dr. Melissa Burdi, Dr. Sara Sander, 
Dr. Jody DeKorte, Dr. Jeffrey Buck, Dr. Keith Smith

Conferring of Degrees and Ceremonial Tassel Turning  Dr. Frank Dooley

Closing Remarks Dr. Frank Dooley

After the ceremony, join us on the Purdue Mall (located behind Elliott Hall at the fountain) for 
music, fun, and photo opportunities to celebrate the class of 2022.

Participation in commencement is not a verification of graduation. Candidates receive their diploma approximately 8 weeks after completion of their final 
class and once all program and financial requirements have been confirmed by University Officials. The Purdue University Global Commencement and 
related events could be broadcast live online and all attendees, participants’ names, degrees, honors, hometowns, military branch (if applicable), videos, 
and photos could be photographed, videotaped, or filmed by authorized parties. The attendance of all participants and guests and the commencement 
registration of all participants, submission of photos/videos, participation in the graduation ceremony, and/or the participation in the activities, including 
but not limited to Graduation Shout Out Board, and Photo Booth, serve as permission for use of these names, student directory information, images, and 
posts by Purdue Global. Commercial photography or filming is prohibited without permission of Purdue Global.
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CHANCELLOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Graduates,

On behalf of Purdue University Global’s Board of Directors, 
administration, faculty, and staff, we congratulate you as a 
member of the Purdue University Global graduating class.  
Earning a degree is a major milestone and an extraordinary 
accomplishment. This year brought even more challenges,  
yet you persevered. You have worked hard and made great 
sacrifices, and it is with great pleasure that we commend you  
on a job well done. You should be proud.

The degrees and certificates you have earned will open doors to 
the many opportunities that are available in this changing society. 
It is our hope that you will continue to reflect on your Purdue 
Global experience as you move forward to pursue your dreams. 
Whether you are expanding in your current field of work, 

venturing down a new career path, or continuing your educational pursuit, let this milestone serve as 
the beginning of a life-long quest for knowledge. 

Purdue University Global is pleased to welcome you to the ranks of our alumni. We are proud to be part 
of your lives, admire the effort you have invested, and feel confident that the tenacity and intellect 
you’ve demonstrated as a student will serve you well in your future endeavors. Congratulations.

Hail Purdue Global!

Dr. Frank Dooley  
Chancellor, Purdue University Global
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Kelvin E. Gumbs  
Purdue University Global Alumnus, Class of 2021

Kelvin Gumbs is a native of San Juan, Puerto Rico and was raised 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma. He graduated from Stillwater High School 
and immediately enlisted in the naval service in August of 2000.  

Gumbs earned a Bachelor of Science in Professional Studies from 
Purdue Global in 2021 as well as an Associate of Applied Science in 
Small Group Management in 2020. He also attained a professional 
military education from the Naval War College and National 
Defense University (Joint Forces Staff College) where he is a 2016 
honor graduate and Outstanding Leadership Award recipient 
(Officer Training Command, Newport, RI).

His enlisted operational assignments include the USS Abraham 
Lincoln, Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron Four, and Carrier 
Strike Group Nine. During these assignments, he participated in 

Operations Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Freedom, and Tomodachi. Ashore, his enlisted assignments 
include the distinguished staff of the chief of naval operations; commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet; chief of 
naval personnel; and commander, U.S. Africa Command, supporting Operation Unified Assistance. 

As a naval officer, Gumbs was assigned to the Blue Diamonds of Strike Fighter Squadron one-four-six 
where he performed duties as director of administration and legal/educational services officer. He 
deployed with Carrier Air Wing Eleven onboard the USS Nimitz in support of Operation Inherent 
Resolve. He served as director of human resources, administration/legal/budget officer, and security 
manager at Strike Fighter Wing, U.S. Pacific, supporting 24 commands and over 4,500 sailors and 
civilian personnel.

Gumbs served his last assignment as director of administration (flag secretary) and staff executive 
officer in Pensacola, FL. In this role, he supported the largest shore enterprise in the U.S. Navy 
supporting the “Street-to-Fleet” mission, which focused on recruiting and hiring talented civilians.  
He delivered training and education to transform these civilians into sailors and distributed accession 
sailors to the fleet to maximize readiness and ensure mission success.

Gumbs is entitled to wear the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal,  
Navy Commendation Medal (seven awards), Navy Achievement Medal (three awards), and various  
other personal, unit, and campaign awards. He is most proud of the unit awards earned at sea.

Gumbs currently resides in Florida with his wife, Mandy, who is also a Navy veteran,  
and their two children.



http://Connect.PurdueGlobal.edu/showroom
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